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< La conférence sera donnée en anglais

The Speaker

Dr Peter Pearson directs the Centre for Energy Policy & Technology (ICEPT) at Imperial
College London. His research interests lie in the areas of energy, fuel and technology
transitions and their environmental implications - from the historical development of UK and
international energy markets, technologies and CO2 emissions, to alternative fuels and
technologies for transport and power. He was chairman of the British Institute of Energy
Economics in 1992 and 2002.

The Conference

In this talk Peter Pearson aims to show that there is some value in reflecting on the UK’s long
energy and environmental histories. He suggests that the UK’s experience, initially through
its access to stocks of fossil coal resources that freed it from the limitations of the energy
flows available from an ‘organic’ economy, illustrates the role that adequate supplies of
energy can play in a country’s economic development and the ways in which energy
transitions can occur even before rising prices signal the scarcity of a particular energy
resource. Through the example of lighting services, his colleague Roger Fouquet and himself
have also indicated how technological and other forms of innovation can lead to remarkable
reductions in the costs and increases in the quality and attributes of energy services, such as
illumination. They also point out that the UK did not manage seriously to address energy-
related environmental issues until the twentieth century, and suggest the value of bringing
different policy regimes together in long term attempts to pursue sustainable innovation in
energy-related technologies and practices.
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Tram 13, environ 20 minutes depuis la Gare, ou tram 12 depuis le centre ville, arrét Rondeau de Carouge.



